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“IF YOU FIND A DIFFICULTY IN ONE PART OF THE BIBLE, LOOK FOR 
OTHER SCRIPTURE TO THROW LIGHT UPON IT AND DISSOLVE IT. 
NOTHING EXPLAINS SCRIPTURE LIKE SCRIPTURE. TIME AND AGAIN 
PEOPLE HAVE COME TO ME WITH SOME DIFFICULTY IN THE BIBLE THAT 
HAD GREATLY STAGGERED THEM AND ASKED FOR A SOLUTION, AND I 
HAVE BEEN ABLE TO GIVE A SOLUTION BY SIMPLY ASKING THEM TO 
READ SOME OTHER CHAPTER AND VERSE, AND THE SIMPLE READING OF 
THAT VERSE HAS THROWN SUCH A LIGHT UPON THE PASSAGE IN 
QUESTION THAT ALL THE MISTS HAVE DISAPPEARED AND THE TRUTH 
HAS SHONE OUT AS CLEAR AS DAY.” 


| —R. A. Torrey. 
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} EDITORIAL 


The Terror And The 
Love Of God 


There is no faithful preaching which does not in- 
clude an honest presentation of the wrath and judg- 
ment of God against sin. In fact, the love of God 
can never be adequately known until we understand 
in some measure what it is that we are saved from. 

Man can never say too much about, or too deeply 
appreciate, God’s love, but that love will not be 
understood in any true sense until we see also the 
holiness and the justice of God. 

It has been said that fear is an unworthy motive, 
that people should never have fear engendered in 
their hearts by preaching. How calculated such a 
philosophy is to do irremediable harm! Does a man 
asleep in a burning building resent being rudely 
awakened? Does he have anything but heart-felt 
thanks for the one who warns him? Does he later 
resent having had the fear of death rudely impressed 
on him? 

The heart of the Christian message is that Christ 
died to save us from eternal judgment; from the 
fact of and the effect of sin. All evangelical churches 
hold and teach that man, outside of Christ, is eter- 
nally lost. But, too few of us preach this doctrine. 

Our Lord, in the best known verse in the Bible, 
asserts that He came so that men through faith in 
Him, “should not perish.” He continually preached 
salvation—salvation from what? from the eternal 
consequences of sin not repented of and not forgiven. 
This doctrine is the very heart of the Gospel mes- 
sage and only upon it can the love of God be prop- 
erly presented. How gloriously true that: “God is 
love,” but it is equally true that, “Our God is a 
consuming fire.’ 

There is no comfort for the unrepentant sinner 
in the prophetic assertion: “dnd to you who are 
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when the Lord Jesus shall be 
mighty angels. In 
flaming fire taking vengeance on that know 
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: who shall be punished with everlast 
of the Lord, and 


troubled rest with us, 


revealed from heaven with his 


them 


ing destruction from the 


the glory of His power.” 


presence 


Paul further says: “Knowing therefore the terror 
of the Lord, we persuade No where in the 
Bible do we find God represented as a vague, eas) 
going Benevolence; nor do we find one shred of 
basis for the hope held by some that God is so good 
He must and will everyone. Pre- 
senting the holiness, the and the justice of 
God, the Scriptures present the dilemma of a sin 
ful man, separated from a holy God, the gulf 
crossed by and the dilemma met by God in His Son 
on the cross of Calvary. The Bible teaches the cer- 
tain judgment of sin and the love of God expressed 
in His Own Son accepting that judgment in our 
behalf. 

Therefore, if the love of (God will not constrall 
unrepentant man, certainly the impending judgmer 
of God must be preached. To say that fear is an 
unworthy motive simply is not true. Is the physiciat 
blamed because he tells his patient he has a cancer 
which must be removed ? Fear of cancer is the chief 


men. 


eventu lly save 


love 


+ 


reason why people submit to operations to get rid 
of them. Fear of the consequences inherent in wait 
ing or in refusing operation has a large part to play 
in present-day willingness to submit to immediate 
surgery. 

The prophets of the Old Testament, our Lord 
and the writers of the New Testament, all unite in 
warning of impending judgment of sin. 

We have not shown true love for our fellow mer 
until we preach to them the truth—‘the ungod! 
shall not stand in the judgment,’ and the furthe 
glorious fact,—‘‘by Jesus Christ, - - - in whom u 
rede mption through hi blood, the 
riches of his grace.” 


—L.N.B. 


have forgivenes 


of sins according to the 
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“Flow Much More? 


jod reveals Himself to us to evoke our trust, 
love, our worship, and our obedience. He has 
revealed Himself to be merely an object of 
osophical inquiry, of cold speculation, or of ra- 
il dialectics. Accordingly, God has been pleased 
lescribe Himself by terms taken from our own 
which call forth these believing, worshipping 


tude’: Father - Judge - Shepherd - Lord - 
Friend - Saviour. In doing so, He invites us to take 
that attitude toward Himself which is suggested 


these relationships familiar to us all; but at the 
same time to realize that He far surpasses the love 
und confidence called forth by any and every one 
of them. 


Remember the words of the Lord Jesus: What 
of you, if his son shall ask bread of him, will 

ie for bread give him a stone, or for a fish a ser- 
pent? If ve then being evil know how to give good 
gifts to your children, how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give good things to those that ask 
Him. Go as far as you can with human fatherhood, 
ind then let the Gospel—the Christ Who brings us 
the Father—fill out that how much more. In a 
ertain man who had two sons, Jesus pictured the 
yest of human fathers—one most like to the heaven- 
ly Father. This particular father divided to his 
sons all his living; he watched and rushed out to 
welcome the Prodigal home and ordered a feast of 
joy at receiving his son; he laid aside his paternal 
lignity and went out to put his arm around his 
elder son and beg him to come in and be a brother. 


More than that our Lord Jesus is Himself the 
way—‘‘no man cometh unto the Father but by Me.” 
He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.” In 
His mission to creatures, in His 
death as the propitiation for our sins, in His resur- 
He made His God to 
ve our God, His Father to be our Father. The God 
ind Father of our Lord Jesus Christ is the Father 
Who so loved the world as to give the only Son of 
His bosom to be made sin for us that we might be 


Him. He that 


Save re bellious 


rection for our justification 


de the righteousness of God in 
withheld not His own Son, but freely offered Him 

for us all, shall He not with Him freely give 
is all things? Shall He not work all things together 


tor our good? 


Let us return to the beginning then. When our 
children ask bread we give it—not a stone. If we 
parents, being evil, hand over good gifts, how much 
more will the heavenly Father give good things to 
them that ask Him. When we have come to the 
limit of what we as parents can do, it may be for 


































children wasting away with fever—when our par- 
ents have done all they can do, and our doctors 
and nurses, let us still come to the heavenly Father 
with whom all things are possible. When news 
comes of a son’s division meeting the hail of shrap- 
nel and rifle fire while his parents are utterly help- 
less to protect or even stand by, let us remember 
how much more the heavenly Father loves the lad 
than we do, that He is there with His wisdom to 
plan and His arm to shield. When there is a deli- 
cate operation to be done and life in jeopardy, our 
heavenly Father feeds the sparrows and not one of 
them falls without Him. Our children, His chil- 
dren, are of more value than many sparrows. 


If now one turns from the Matthean account to 
that given by Luke, there is an interesting variant 
which enriches the thought. How much more shall 
the Father give from heaven the Holy Spirit to 
those that ask Him. Even in the hours of supreme 
agony, God had not taken His Holy Spirit from 
the penitent soul of David, Ps. 51:11. Then, when- 
ever there is a breaking heart, there is the Holy 
Snirit to comfort. How much more shall the Father 
Who is in Heaven give from His heaven of mercy 
the Holy Spirit to those who ask. He Who numbers 
the stars binds up the broken hearts. And often 
when we under-shepherds go with a word of en- 
couragement, we find that the Good Shepherd has 
been there first. The faith of the one who sorrows 
most is tonic for our weak spirits—we get more 
than we give. Or it may well be that those who 
themselves have passed through that same vale of 
tears with the courage of God shining in their eyes 
can say what our fancied eloquence lacks. 


How far does the heavenly Father’s love reach? 
We have known the love of parents that extended 
to their children and grandchildren and great grand- 
children. But the psalmist is sure that even “When 
my father and my mother forsake me, then the 
Lorp will take me (gather me) up.”’ And the Lorp 
testifies through His prophet: “Can a woman for- 
get her sucking child, that she should not have 
compassion on the son of her womb? yea, they may 
forget, yet will I not forget thee.” 


How shall we face the hard knocks on the road of 
life? “Whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth . . . 
we have had fathers of our flesh which corrected 
us, and we gave them reverence: shall we not much 
rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits and 
live? For they verily for a few days chastened us 
after their own pleasure; but He for our profit, 
that we might be partakers of His holiness.” 
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Evanston - 1954 


The World Council of Churches is to meet in 
Evanston, Ill., in 1954. At the insistance of Euro- 
pean theologians the chief topic of discussion is to 


be: “Christ — The Hope of the World.” 


From the preliminary reports which have been 
made and from the reaction already to be seen, it 
is evident that this is to be no pious presentation of 
a utopian dream, having to do with the achieve- 
ments of man. Rather, so far as many are con- 
cerned, it is to be a serious study and discussion of 
what the Scriptures have to say about the return 
of our Lord. 


There is little chance that the discussions will 
wander off into those speculative realms of thought 
having to do with what will transpire after Christ 
comes back and it is sincerely to be hoped that the 
great central truth will not be beclouded by these 
discussions, for great and good men have differed 
and do differ on many details. 


To the writer the encouraging, almost thrilling 
thing is that for the first time liberal Christian 
leadership is being forced to consider a truth only 
too many of them have been content to ignore, and 
they are being brought to this necessity by the or- 
ganization in which they are such active partici- 
pants—the World Council, particularly by those 
European theologians who have been forced to look 
at the world and contemporary Christianity in the 
light of man’s abysmal failure and the necessity 
for and fact of promised divine intervention. 


The implications of this study are perfectly clear 
to the liberals and The Christian Century has frank- 
ly warned of the “danger” on several occasions, the 
latest being an editorial in the October 7th issue, en- 
titled, “Evanston Storm Warnings.’ We would be 
more sympathetic to the feared dangers if we 
thought there would be any real excursion into the 
speculative millenialism of either the “Posts,” 
“Pres” or ‘“A-millenialists.”. However, we believe 
the study will eventually center on the fact that 
Christ will certainly return and in the possibility 
that His coming may be much nearer than some 
like to think. Furthermore we hope that the study 
will result in a new sense of perspective for the 
Church, in its relationship to the individual and to 
society. 


One “danger” we can visualize from such a study 
will be to bring to thousands of church members a 
realization for the first time that Christ is actually 
coming back. There is no doctrine more clearly or 
more repeatedly taught in all the Scriptures than 
that Christ is to return. But, there are tens of thou- 
sands in the pew who have never once heard a ser- 
mon on this great doctrine, except in some cases to 
hear it derided or laughed off as a “teaching of 
fanatics.” We can well imagine that if this great 
truth is affirmed by a group such as will gather in 
Evanston it will come as both a profound shock to 
some and as a glorious harbinger of a new hope 
to others. 
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The recognition of the Scriptural teaching w 
reference to the return of Christ will, in one great 
sweep, dispel much liberal teaching with reference 
to His Person and His work. If the certainty of 
His return is believed, then the facts having to do 
with His pre-existence, Virgin birth, earthly minis- 
try, vicarious bodily resurrection and 
ascension into heaven, all fall into a clear pattern 
and become a natural explanation of a supernatural 
Tact. 


atonement, 


Such acceptance of the inescapable statements of 
the Bible will also go far to bring about a clearer 


perspective with relation to the Church and to 
Christ Himself, the great Head of the Church. 
Within the Protestant Church there has beer a 


growing tendency toward Churchiolatry; a tenden- 
cy to substitute the Church for Christ and ecclesi- 
astical pronouncements for the Word of God. This 
shift is real and it is ominous. Dr. Robert McAfee 
Brown, of Union Theological Seminary in New 
York, recently wrote: “One of the happiest results 
of recent New Testament scholarship has been the 
rediscovery of the fact that Christianity is not spiri- 
tual individualism, but that to be ‘in Christ’ and to 
be ‘in the Christian Church’ are one and the same 
thing.” 


From this confusion of identity of relationship 
we must vigorously dissent, just as we reject the 
other extreme, which is also current today, and 
which belittles the Church and the Christian’s rela- 
tionship to it. The Christian must identify himself 
with the visible Church and become an active par- 
ticipant in its work, but he is not saved through 
faith in the Church, but through faith in the great 
Head of the Church, the Lord Jesus Christ. This 
perspective is greatly needed today whenever one 
sees trends in Protestantism back to the errors of 


Rome. 


Certainly, the assembly in Evanston next year 1s 
one which will be watched with deep interest, con- 
cern and hope. If the conference centers its study on 
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what the Scriptures teach about the return of the | 
Lord, it will prove a blessing to be felt around the | 


world. On the other hand, if the teachings of God's 
Word are modified to meet the wishes of men, it will 
be a matter for deepest regret, for thereby will be 
missed a God-given chance to awaken men to theit 


need, Christ The Hope of the World. 
“W hosoeve r shall be 


words, of him shall the Son of 
when he shall come in his own 
Father's and of the holy angels.’ 


ashamed of me and of mj 
man 
glory, and in his 


—L.N.B 
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You Are More Influential 
Than You Think 


In Ecclesiastes we read, “One sinner destroyeth 
much good.” This statement suggests the effect of 
influence exercised in the wrong direction. A com- 
plementary statement might be “One righteous man 
engendereth much good.” We all have influence 
upon the lives of others. Regardless of how obscure 
our station in life, our personality has its effect for 

id or for ill on other personalities, “No man 
liveth unto himself.’ Our actions, our words, our 
attitudes, make impressions upon other hearts and 
lives whether we would have it so or not. 


No parent can avoid placing the indelible mark- 
ings of his own life-pattern upon the character of 
his own child. As much as a father or mother might 
desire to screen out those ugly scribblings of selfish 
and sinful indulgence before the carbon of influence 
transmits their harmful impressions to the lives of 
their offspring, each discovers it can’t be done. The 
child is to a large extent the reflection of the parent. 
Only the alchemy of redemption can remove the 
smudge of parental sins from the hearts of impres- 
sionable youth. Notwithstanding, the responsibility 
for the transmission of such soiled impressions will 
be charged at the judgment bar of God to the par- 
ent. Conversely, the consistent, Christ-like character 
of a godly father or mother is transmitted through 
the ever-present carbon of influence to the soft, ab- 
sorbent page of child-life. The rewards of such 
character-writing are most satisfying in this life 
and in the life to come. 


As in the home so in other realms of human so- 
ciety. No individual can love without making an 
impression of one sort or another upon his neighbor, 
his employer, his fellow employees, his relatives, his 
triends, or someone. Most of this influence is un- 
consciously transmitted. Its lines radiate out in all 
directions to affect people even remote from us, and 

ways unrealized, and to degrees beyond estima- 
tion. You are influencing someone. This statement 
is beyond debate. The pertinent question is “How 
are you influencing them?” Does your life point 
infallibly to the power of Christ to make His re- 
deemed radiantly joyful, fragrantly pure, courage- 
ously resourceful, compassionately kind, and trium- 
phantly victorious over sin? Or does it suggest to 
the scrutinizing worldling that being a Christian 
does not make a great deal of difference as far as 
the fabric of life is concerned? Does your Sunday 
schedule accent to the unbeliever the importance of 
the Church to you as you give over that day to the 
usiness of His house? Or does it suggest that the 
nstitution Christ loved and gave Himself for, is 

kind of spiritual refreshment center where you 
go for a snack when you are spiritually hungry, or 
ou neglect when the more pressing activities of 
usiness or pleasure present themselves ? 


Does your usage and knowledge of the Bible con- 


ey the idea to those strangers to its truths that it 
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is God’s Word to man and that the daily reading 
of it is not only able to make one wise unto salva- 
tion, but is essential to the spiritual growth and 
development of a Christian as physical food is to 
physical growth? Or does your neglect of the Book 
imply that it is a mere fetish, or charm, a desirable, 
but relatively unimportant accessory to the Chris- 
tian religion ? 


Are your business and professional practices such 
as to convey to the critically discerning worldling 
that belonging to the Lord Jesus Christ gives a man 
an integrity and trustworthiness that can stand 
against the pressures of contemporary dishonesty and 
deceit? Or do they suggest that a Christian pro- 
fession is a “Sunday-saint-week-day-devil” sort of 
proposition! 


Does your witnessing to the lost suggest by its 
prayer-backed earnestness that there is a Hell to 
shun and a Heaven to gain? Or would it by its in- 
frequency and superficiality intimate that being re- 
conciled to God through an acceptance of Christ 
as personal Sin-bearer and Saviour is purely optional 
—a matter that can be treated with indifference 
and without fear of ill consequences? In short, is 
your influence adding to Christ’s honor or detracting 
from it? You are more influential than you think. 


—GS. 





The War Of Words 
(Some Thoughts From Psalms 64) 


“Who whet their tongue like a sword, and bend 
their bows to shoot their arrows, even bitter words” 
(Verse 3). “But God shall shoot at them with an 
arrow; suddenly they shall be wounded.” (Verse 


/)}. 


Our world today is engaged in a war of words. 
The battle ranges from the United Nations Assem- 
bly to the battle-scarred land of Korea; from the 
capital cities of the powerful nations to the “Open 
Forums” of our daily and weekly newspapers. 
Countries that heretofore have been silent are join- 
ing the babble. Bitter words, like arrows, are 
screaming across the sky from thousands of radios. 
Is it any wonder that our world is confused, restless, 
held in a nervous tension which threatens to break 
out in violence and bloodshed ? 


David, too, lived when “bitter words,” like ar- 
rows, were flying here and there. Men in his day 
were “whetting their tongues like swords.” But 
God had an “arrow” which He could shoot at these 
enemies of all that was good. He, too, has a sword 
which can put to flight the armies of the aliens. 
This “arrow,” this “sword” is His Word. For the 
Word of God is living and active and sharper than 
any twoedged sword.” (See Hebrews 4:12). Truth 
and Love are more powerful than Lies and Hatred, 
and sooner or later they will prevail. “And out of 
His mouth goeth a sharp sword, that with it he 
should smite the nations: and he shall rule with a 
rod of iron: and he treadeth the winepress of the 
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fierceness and wrath of Almighty God.” This “War 
of Words” will end some day with victory for the 
KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS. 
(See Revelation 19:11-16). 


I saw a very suggestive cartoon the other day 
in the Charlotte Observer. It was a picture of 
“Uncle Sam” seated at a table with the “Atom 
Submarine,” and “Atom Gun,” and “Guided Mis- 
siles,” etc. On the shelf before him was the HOLY 
BIBLE. Under the picture were these words, 
TIME TO USE AMERICA’S SECRET WEA- 
PON. Yes, it is time to use our Secret Weapon, 
The Word of God. Before IT the kingdom of dark- 
ness and error shall fall. Let US stop trying to 
“defend the Bible”; LET US TURN IT LOOSE; 
Let us PREACH THE WORD. God will use 
His SWORD; He will SHOOT HIS ARROW. 
The Sword of the Spirit is our BEST WEAPON ; 
with the “arm to wield it, and the skill to use it,” 
we can gain the victory over all His and our foes. 


—J.K.P. 


“The Love Of The Truth” 


This, you recognize, is a quotation from II Thess. 
2:10. You may also recognize it as the subject of 
a lecture by that seraphic theologian, Dr. James 
Henley Thornwell, who lived and wrought and 
wrote and taught one hundred years ago. (He was 
one of our greatest theologians along with Hodge, 
Dabney, and others, whose theological works built 
our Church, but are not, I understand, text-books 
any longer in our Seminaries. Have we found any 
better?) I have been reading that treatise again. 
It is the most strengthening mental and spiritual 
food that I have found lately. Makes one feel as if 
he had had a blood transfusion. Read it again. Take 
time to read slowly. Don’t allow a drop to be wast- 
ed, and you will be refreshed. Here are a few quo- 
tations: 


“Jesus Christ commends Himself to our confi- 
dence and love on the ground of His being the 
truth; promised the Holy Spirit as the Spirit of 
truth; denounced vengeance of God upon those who 
believed Him not when He had told them the truth 
and makes it the glory of the Father that He is 
the God of truth, and the shame and everlasting 
infamy of the prince of darkness that he is the 
father of lies.” 


“The prerogative of truth alone is to invigorate 
the mind. * * * Truth is a food which the soul 
digests; it strengthens and consolidates the mind, 
and * * the wealth of reason, the culture and 
medicine of the soul, the choicest gift of heaven.” 


“A variable or fluctuating standard of truth 
necessarily introduces a variable and fluctuating 
standard of morals. Whatever system legitimates 
error legitimates crime; whatev er blinds the under- 
standing corrupts the heart 


You are under “the obligation of making truth, 
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for its own sake, the great end of your intellect 


efforts.” 


“Let us rise to the dignity of this high argum«e 
We have minds that were made to know—we «re 
constructed with a reference to truth. * * Let it 
never be said that ee turned from the temple of 
truth to worship at the shrine of ignorance, error 
and shame. * * All <a rays of moral truth u 
mately center in the cross of the Redeemer. Ev: 
one, says the Saviour, that is of the truth heare 
my voice.’”’ And much more. But these are some of 
Dr. Thornwell’s conclusions. They are based 
Scripture. Study the word truth as we find it 
the Bible. It is one of the strongest words. It s 
not only an attribute of God but is of His ve 
essence. 


Turn from theologian to scientist, Dr. How 
Kelly, was no doubt one of the greatest physicians and 
surgeons and a very devout Christian. He wrote on 
the “ifs and ands” of John 8:32.—‘“And ye sh 
know the truth and the truth shall make you free 
He writes: “Knowing the truth and freedom 
made dependent upon abiding in Christ’s Word a: 
being His disciples. Experience teaches that trut 
apart from Christ and His Word, the Gift accepted 
and the Giver forgot, enslaves and degrades.” H¢ 
cites Germany, 


Truth is the only test of our religion. There is 
a saying that “faith saves the world.” But it is faith 
in that which is true. The highest standard is reacl 
ed by truth. This is true in art, science, poetry, and 
religion. We are under divine injunction to think 
on “whatsoever things are true’ and as we obey 
that injunction we are following the will of G 
who “hath chosen us through belief of the truth.” 


Christ says, “I am the way, the truth and the 


life.”’ Truth centers in Him. He is “the truth,” and 
truth issues in “Life.”’ There is no real life without 
truth as its source. All life and growth comes fron 
the truth. There is no substitute. Truth comes first 
life follows. To adulterate the truth is to produce 
aenemia. Christ did not say I am the way, the siz¢ 
-the bigness and the life. The desire for bignes 
often leads to ruin. We know many who have bee: 
lured away from the simplicities of the Christia: 
home by the plea that “you are too big for such 


narrow existence. You have faculties which cannot 


be developed in such a narrow place. Step out int 
the big world and take part in it.” And the ol 
home with all its truth is forsaken. The stror 


truths called “apron strings” are cut, and out—out 


into the big world we go, and truth lies in the dust 

What did Peter say when unbelieving authoritie 
demanded that he speak no more about Christ? H 
fired this shot: “Whether it be right in the sight « 
God to hearken unto you more than unto Gox 
judge ye.” Our obligation to God and His trut 


come before all the demands of the world. It is not 


a matter of geography, of North, South, East « 
West. It is truth in all its power and glory, wit 
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“life” that guarantees vigor and beauty and 
ally produces the largest growth and a “glorious 
wurch, not having spot or wrinkle or any such 
ng; but that it should be holy and without blem- 
”’ Let us throw geography out and cling to the 
ith. It is our responsibility to make this a “ 
s church.” 


vlori- 


We cannot whittle the truth away and still have 
We cannot whittle away Christ and have Him. 

, 90° Christ is not Christ. He wants us to go to 
Him just as we are. We should want Him to come 
is just as He is offered in the Gospel. Who wants 
tamper with the truth? “We can do nothing 
vainst the truth but for the truth.” Rather “let 
God be true but every man a liar.”” Let our Church 
stand fast in the faith, lest He that walketh amidst 
candlesticks should remove it out of its place. 


“Our fathers, chained in prisons dark, 
Were still in heart and conscience free, 
And blest would be their children’s fate 
If they, like them, should die for thee.” 
—C.T.C. 


A Look At The Plan 
Of Union 


By Rev. John Reed Miller, D.D. 

Pastor - First Presbyterian Church 
Jackson ... Mississippi 
I. Centralized Power In The Church. 


One of the striking differences between our own 
church government and that which is proposed to us 
in the Plan of Union is the organization and func- 
tion of the General Council. The more one studies 
this area of the Plan, the more he is convinced that 
here is a dangerous and unprecedented (as far as our 
Church is concerned) concentration of power. 


In 1949 our Assembly set up a General Council 
with the purpose of: “determining the over-all pro- 
gram of the Assembly as it is presented to the local 
Church; of publicity in connection with matters 
which deserve public attention; of preparing, pro- 
posing and promoting the benevolent budget; and 
of research into the various areas of our church 
life.” (Minutes of the General Assembly, 1949, 
Page 136). In this statement of functions there is a 
notable absence of any reference to “supervising” 
the boards of the Church, “advising” Presbyteries 
and Synods, and “reviewing” the programs of 
agencies of the General Assembly. 


In marked contrast to this, the proposed Plan of 
Union would set up a type of “General Council” 
with powers which would reach down into every 
Board of the Assembly and into every Presbytery 

id Synod. Among the duties which this new Gen- 
eral Council would “assume and discharge” are the 
following: 


(a) “To supervise the spiritual and material in- 
rests of the boards and agencies of the Church.” 
*lan of Union, Page 177). This is a blanket dele- 
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gation of authority which amounts to over-all super- 
vision of every agency of the Assembly. “Spiritual 
and material interests” cover everything! 

(b) “To correspond with and advise the Gen- 
eral Councils of Presbyteries and Synods.” (Plan 
of Union, Page 177). Here are two innovations: 
one is the creation of additional machinery within 
Presbyteries and Synods; the other is the expressed 
right of a General Council of the Assembly (com- 
posed of approximately 35 to 40 individuals) to 
“advise” Presbyteries. Inasmuch as our own Gen- 
eral Council, as now constituted, has never been 
asked to assume (nor has it assumed) the function 
of “advising” Presbyteries or Synods—except in 
such matters as relate to stewardship, the spiritual 
program of the Church, and information concerning 
the work of the Boards—one wonders what other 
“advising” is needed. 

(c) “To consider between annual meetings of 
the General Assembly cases of serious embarrass- 
ment or emergency concerning the benevolence and 
missionary work of the Church.” Here is a pro- 
vision which appears proper enough on the surface; 
but it is a further delegation of power upward— 
from the Boards to a Council. In fairness, let it be 
said that a Board of the Church might desire to 
have such an “emergency” studied and solved by a 
General Council. But to state the powers of a 
Council in such terms as the above is to give this 
centralized power the right to initiate action in 
matters which should be decided in many cases by 
the Boards themselves. 


When we turn to a consideration of how the new 
General Council is to be composed, we observe fur- 
ther differences which are significant: 


(a) The two nearest living predecessors of the 
Moderator of the General Assembly are to be mem- 
bers. (Plan of Union, Page 178, Par. 5). (In our 
Church, the Moderator serves only during his time 
of office). 


(b) One ruling elder-member may be a woman. 


(c) Members elected from the Church-at-Large 
may serve for two consecutive three-year terms. (In 
our Church, a member may serve for only one three- 
vear term, and is eligible for re-election only after 
the lapse of at least one year). 


(d) The Stated Clerk of the General Assembly, 
the Secretary of the General Council (if there be 
such), and one Secretary of each Board, are among 
the “corresponding members” of the Council. 


Every Elder and Pastor in our Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., will want to give serious thought to 
all these matters before he casts his vote to create 
such a General Council with such sweeping powers. 
Part of the genius of Presbyterianism has always 
been the exercise of strong authority by the Presby- 
teries. The proposed General Council is a move in 
the direction of highly centralized government. Let 
us not take lightly the surrender of power to 
“Councils.” 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 1 





REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





God’s Plan For The Home 


Background Scripture: Genesis 1:27-28; 
Deuteronomy 6:4-9; Proverbs 22;6; Mat- 
thew 19:3-9; Luke 10:38-42; Ephesians 5: 
21-6:4; II Timothy 1:5-7; 3:14-17. Devotion- 
al Reading: Deuteronomy 6:4-9. 


God planned to create a world; to make man in His 


own image; to make the Home the center of man’s 


happiness and influence in the world. His plan for the world is thus vitally connected with His plan for 
the Home. In Deuteronomy 6:4-9 (our Devotional Reading and also one of the Background Scriptures) we 
are taught to never forget God in the Home. We must have but one God; we must love Him with all our 
heart, soul, and might, and we must remember His commandments, to do them. In order that we never 


forget Him, we are to put His words in our hearts, 
teach them diligently to our children, talk of them 
when we sit in our houses, or walk by the way, when 
we lie down or rise up. We are to bind them for a 
sign upon our hands, have them as frontlets between 
our eyes, and write them upon the posts of our 
houses and upon our gates. The Jews took this very 
literally. Some of our relatives moved into a house 
formerly occupied by Jews and saw the traces of 
these words written upon the posts. Dr. Campbell 
Morgan, it is said, went to see a new home of one 
of his sons, and made the suggestion that there 
should be a motto or something somewhere to make 
all those who came know that it was a Christian 
home. To my old-fashioned eyes there is value in 
our wall mottoes, and I like to see them hanging 
on the walls. 


Whether we write them literally, or not, there 
should be a recognition of God in all we see, and 
in the very atmosphere of the Home. The Bible 
where all can see it, and the Family Altar are two 
ways in which we can acknowledge Him in all our 
ways. The Home is primarily a place to worship 
God. There should be “a church in every home,” 
and the father should be the leader of worship. God 
said to Jacob, Put away the strange gods from your 
home. In America today, we need to put away our 
strange gods, and worship the One Triune God. Let 
us put God first in our homes, and let it be so con- 
spicuous that even those who visit us for a few 
hours way find it out. If God were to ask us the 


question which He asked Hezekiah, What have 


they seen in thine house, what would have to be 
our answer? 


Our lesson today enlarges upon the Plan which 
God has for the home. What is home for? 


I. For Propagating the Human Race, 
and having Dominion over the Earth. 
Gen. 1:27, 28. 
These two purposes are stated in these two verses. 
Home is a place for husband, wife, and children. 
The home without a child was a sad disappoint- 


ment to the Israelites. Large families were looked 
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upon as a sign of the blessing of God upon the 
home. “Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the 
earth,” was God’s command to the first created pair. 
The home was to serve as a means of repopulating 
the earth. 


Then the Home was a throne, for men were to 
subdue and rule over the balance of creation. We 
have a saying that a man’s home is his “castle,” and 
it has always been considered a very serious crime 
to break into anyone’s home. From the log cabins 
of the pioneers in America came the rulers of our 
great country. 


II. A Place where God is worshipped 
and His Words remembered. 
Deut. 6:4-9. 


Since I used this as an introduction, | will not 
comment further, 


III. A Place Where Children 
are Trained. 
Proverbs 22:6. 


Train up a child in the way he should go and 
when he is old he will not depart from it: this is a 
verse which is often quoted. 


Notice the word, “train.” Paul says the same 
thing when he tells fathers to “bring them up in 
the nurture and admonition of the Lord.” There is 
no business quite so important as this. Many par- 
ents are losing their greatest and richest reward 
because they are using the home merely as a place 
to eat and sleep while they make money, or climb 
the social ladder, or attain a position of political 
importance, or engage in the pleasures of the world 
The children are not trained, but merely “grow 
up”; and the atmosphere is anything but wholesom 
I know a home where there are six or eight children 
and the father and mother never pay any attention 
to their spiritual growth. Occasionally one or tw 
of the children are sent to Sabbath School, and 
some of them came to our Bible School, but there 
is little encouragement for them in the home. | 
suppose this case could be multiplied by the tens 
of thousands. 
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IV. A place where one man and 
»yne woman live together as husband 
ind wife for life. 

Matthew 19:3-9. 


God never planned for a plurality of wives, or 
for divorce. He had to regulate and overrule, and 
nake good to come in spite of the evil. We can see 
n the case of Jacob the strife and unhappiness and 
yitterness and jealousy which comes to such a 
home, even when the two wives are sisters. Later in 
Jewish History we see many cases of this. David's 
home was very unhappy, and this was part of the 
cause. In our day it is divorce which is bringing 
great sorrow into many homes. 


lV’. A place where the 
Spiritual is put first. 
Luke 10:38-42. 


There were two sisters in this home, Martha 
and Mary. Both were loyal to Jesus. Martha was 
anxious and troubled about the serving of material 
food. Mary sat at Jesus’ feet and fed her soul on 
the marvellous words which came from His lips. 
When Martha complained that her sister was leav- 
ing her with all the serving to do, Jesus spoke these 
well-known words: “But one thing is needful: and 
Mary hath chosen that good part which shall not 
be taken away from her.” 


To feed the body or to feed the soul; which is 
more important? As | stand in line in our super 
markets and watch the people buy enormous quan- 
tities of food of all sorts I realize that in our coun- 
try we have a “high standard of living” as far as 
our bodies are concerned. | do not suppose there is 
another country in the world where such varieties 
of food are displayed. But when you think of it you 
see clearly that our “High Standard” is measured 
in terms of meat and bread, fruits and vegetables, 
cakes and ice-cream, etc. How much time and effort 
and thought, not to mention money, are we spending 
on ‘‘the one thing needful?’ Labor not for the food 
that perishes, but for that food which endures to 
eternal life. These words of warning, spoken after 
He had fed the five thousand with material food, 
ought to make us think much along these lines. Our 
real “High Standard” of living ought to be spiritual 
and moral. Material food is important and neces- 
sary for our bodies; spiritual food is just as im- 
portant and necessary for our souls, and the soul 
is worth more than the body. 


V'l. A Place of Orderliness, where each member 
of the family has his or her obligations 
and Duties. Ephesians 5:21; 6:4. 


Paul enters into particulars and gives the duties 
and obligations of each member of the home; the 
wife, the husband, the children, the fathers, and 
the servants and masters. Since this selection was 
so fully covered a short time ago in another lesson 
on the Home, I would only say here that in these 
verses we have God’s Plan for a well-ordered and 
beautiful Home. Each one has a place, and each one 
duties; when we get out of our place, or neglect our 
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duties we disturb the beauty and order of the home. 
This is God’s Plan, and | am sure that it is a wise 
plan. We do our best when we follow His Plan. 
Vil. A Place where the children are 

taught the doctrines of our “Unfeigned Faith.” 

Il Timothy 1:5-7; 3:14-17. 

Timothy had been reared in a home where the 
mother and grandmother were people of faith. They 
taught him from a child the Holy Scriptures, and 
grounded him in “The Faith of his fathers.” This 
faithful teaching on the part of these two godly 
women meant much to the child Timothy. It has 
always meant much to children to have such teach- 
ers. We do not know what else they taught him, 
but they taught him the Scriptures. These are able 
to make us wise unto salvation for all Scripture 
is given by inspiration and is profitable for doctrine, 
tor reproof, for correction, for instruction in right- 
eousness, that the man of God may be perfect, thor- 
oughly furnished unto every good work. So we end 
our lesson where we began it, with the Word of 
God, The two greatest men in the Bible agree as 
to the place and importance of the Word of God in 
the building of a home. Moses said to the Children 
of Israel, Teach these things diligently to your chil- 
dren: Paul says practically the same thing. He re- 
minds Timothy that he had been taught these things 
from a child. Blessed indeed is the child where this 
is true! Blessed is the Home where the Bible is the 
center of education. Blessed are the parents who 
are faithful in teaching these things to their chil- 
dren! 

Remember how Jesus closed the Sermon on the 
Mount. Whosoever heareth these sayings of mine 
and doeth them shall be likened unto a wise man 
who built his house upon a rock. And whosoever 
heareth these sayings of mine and doeth them not 
shall be likened unto a foolish man who built his 
house upon the sand. Our country is being filled 
with new houses. Will they be built upon the sand 
or the rock? Will they be Homes, or just pretty 
houses? May God give us the grace to build our 
houses, and our homes, upon the Rock. 

I am sure that our greatest problem today is the 
Home. If we have enough Christian homes in 
America, we need not fear that we shall go down 
like Rome did, or like the other nations have. The 
decay in the home life is the sign of moral and 
spiritual decay throughout the whole fabric of our 
Society. The success of all our institutions depends 
upon our homes. May God give us the grace to 


build by His Plan. 





} THE CHRISTIAN FAITH ACCORDING: 
} TO THE SHORTER CATECHISM 


By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


Booklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, $2.50 
per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, postpaid. ; 

4 
4 


PROP LPLLPLeP 




























YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 





YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 1 


WADE C. SMITH 





cA Life - A Great Movement - 
Martin Luther - The Reformation 


DEVOTIONAL 


Hymn: “The Church’s One Foundation” 
Prayer 

Hymn: “Faith Is The Victory” 

Offering 

Scripture: Acts 5:17-42 

Discussion: “The Reformation” 

Hymn: “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” 
Benediction 


By direction of The General Assembly this date 
is “Reformation Day.” Perhaps it means very little, 
if anything at all, to the great mass of our young 
people, but as they intelligently give it some thought 
they will discover it as one of the great mountain 
peaks in the progress and history of our Protestant 
Christian faith. It has been truly said that the best 
way to study history is to read biography. To grasp 
the true significance of Revolutionary times, read 
Irving’s Life of Washington. To catch the thrill 
of Electricity’s entrance into the common life of 
Humanity, read The Life of Thomas A. Edison. 
To enjoy the drama of King Cotton’s rise to the 
throne of the industrial South, read the Life of Eli 
Whitney, the inventor of the cotton gin. And to 
understand the tremendous import of “The Refor- 
mation” and be filled with gratitude to God for it, 
read the Life of Martin Luther. 


Unquestionably this man was one of the greatest 
heroes of history. A number of biographers have 
written Luther’s life. Perhaps the most popular and 
clearly written one is by J. H. Merle D’Aubigne, 
entitled “The Life dnd Times of Martin Luther.” 
lf you want to read something that will thrill and 
inspire you, get this book. As a story of daring and 
sheer courage it will put to shame anything you can 
find in the sensational magazines or what you may 
buy at the news stands. Here are a few facts and 
extracts from it for your Young People’s meeting: 


First note that the period of The Reformation 
began about +30 years ago. It was a religious up- 
heaval which resulted in a large body of Christians 
throughout Europe being freed from the yoke and 
tyranny of the Roman Catholic Church. These came 
to be called Protestants, because of the protest 
which was made against abominable practises in 
the name of religion (and Christianity) by the 
Catholics and against the despotic rule of the pope 
at Rome. Men and women who dared to publicly 
take issue with the Catholic “hierarchy” were put 
to death, burned at the stake and tortured in the 
most inhuman and cruel manner. 
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This is where Martin Luther comes into the pic- 
ture. He was the son of an humble miner, a Ger- 
man. He was a monk, but in studying the Bible he 
found that the Catholic interpretation of many parts 
of Scripture was totally wrong; that the practise of 
selling indulgences, praying for the dead, the in- 
fallibility of the pope and many other absurdities 
which were not based upon the Holy Scriptures, 
were sacrilegious and blasphemous. There were 95 
exceptions which Martin Luther denounced in his 
preaching. He made a list of them and nailed it to 
the doors of his church in Wittenberg. This was a 
courageous thing to do, for it incurred the wrath 
of the pope and the Roman church who were not 
only powerful in the government, but also had the 
support of King Charles V who was at that time 
the greatest monarch on earth, having rule over 
a large part of Europe. He was denounced and ex- 
communicated, but continued to boldly preach his 
views. One of his divergent interpretations was that 
“Salvation comes by faith in Jesus Christ.” “The 
just shall live by faith” became a Martin Luther 
slogan. 


He was summoned for trial before the Diet of 
Worms. His friends begged him not to appear be- 
fore that prejudiced tribunal, knowing that it was 
a scheme of his enemies to put him to death. The 
indictment against him was the publishing of blas- 
phemous books and preaching heresy. But Luther 
determined to go, and though he knew he was tak- 
ing his life in his hands, he would testify to his 
faith in Jesus Christ, holding Him above popes and 
kings. Just outside of Worms he was met by some 
friends. They warned him, “Ah, there are so many 
bishops and cardinals at Worms! They will burn 
you and reduce your body to ashes, as they did with 
John Huss!” But nothing frightened Luther. 
‘Though they kindle a fire,” he said, “all the way 
from Worms to Wittenberg, the flames of which 
reached to heaven, | would walk through it in the 
name of the Lord—TI would appear before them—I 
would enter the jaws of this Behemoth, and break 
his teeth, confessing the Lord Jesus Christ.” As 
Luther was about to enter the city, a messenger 
appeared before him with this advice from Spalatin 
his friend: “Do not enter Worms!” Luther replied, 
“Go tell your master that even should there be as 
many devils in Worms as tiles on the housetops, 
still I would enter!” 


And just look at the august assembly in the Diet 
ot Worms before whom Luther spoke his defiance 
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1f the pope and all who sought to refute his testi- 
mony. There was “the emperor, Charles V, whose 
sovereignty extended over a great part of the old 
ind new world; his brother the Archduke Ferdi- 
,and, six electors of the empire, twenty four dukes, 
the majority of whom were independent sovereigns 
ver countries more or less extensive: the Duke of 
Alva and his two sons; eight margraves; thirty 
rch-bishops, bishops and abbots; seven ambassadors, 
ncluding those from the kings of France and Eng- 
ind; the deputies of ten free cities; a great num- 
er of princes, counts and sovereign barons; the 
ipal nuncios—in all 204 persons; such was the 
mposing court before which Martin Luther appear- 
ed. His closing words before the Diet were: “Since 
your most serene majesty and high mightinesses re- 
quire from me a clear, simple and precise answer 
to vour demand that I retract) 1 will give you one, 
ind it is this: | cannot submit my faith either to the 
pope or to the councils, because it is as clear as the 
lay that they have frequently erred and contra 
dicted each other. Unless, therefore, | am convinced 
by the testimony of Scripture, or by the clearest 
reasoning—and unless they thus render my con- 
science bound by the Word of God, | cannot and 
will not retract, for it is unsafe for a Christian to 
speak against his conscience,” and then looking 
iround upon the august assembly before which he 
stood, he said, “Here | stand, | can do no other: 
may God help me. Amen.” 


The Reformation spread like wildfire throughout 
Europe, and you and | have to thank God today 
that Martin Luther lived, and cared not so much 
for his life as he did for the Truth as it is found 


in God's Holy Word. 


ANGLERS 
(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 30 


The Sunday “Handicap” 


It is strange to speak of the Lord’s Day as a 
“Handicap,” yet in some cases it is definitely that. 
There are some sensitively consistent people who 
ire employed in work that requires them to be on 
duty on Sunday, and they say, “I won’t join the 
church until I can attend the Sunday services.” Of 
course that is not a valid excuse for refusing to ac 
cept Christ as Saviour, but they are making it as 
one, and the fisherman has to be patient with it 
relevant excuses. Look at Jesus dealing with the 
woman at the well of Sychar. (John 4). Shift your 
thought that it is quite possible the 
Sunday work after all is not necessary. That, per- 
haps, has not occurred to him. We were having 
cottage prayer meetings, preparatory to revival ser 
vices in the church. The Holy Spirit was in action 
and people were deeply stirred; the revival was 


prospect to the 
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starting before the visiting evangelist arrived to 
begin the meetings in the church. Three people were 
moved that night to come forward and accept 
Christ. An eighteen year old girl sat in the corner 
wiping her eyes with her handkerchief, but she did 
not come forward. When the little service was over 
| went over to where she sat and asked her what 
was the trouble. She said she wanted to become a 
Christian, but she was an operator at the telephone 
exchange and had to work Sunday. | asked, “Are 
you obliged to work for the telephone company? 
Can’t you get a job that does not require Sunday 
work?” She answered, “I have tried to get other 
work, but cannot, and | am the only support of my 
invalid mother.” That would seem to settle the 
matter, but I said, “Helen, | believe that if you 
will surrender your life and job, too, to Jesus 
Christ, He will arrange it so you will have a job 
with Sundays off—if you are willing to trust Him.” 
After a brief prayer with her there in the corner, 
she made her decision. She turned in her resignation 
next day to the telephone company. I baptized and 
received her into the church along with the others 
on the following Sunday. One of the members of 
the Session was the president of a large corporation. 
| told him of Helen’s fine act of faith. He said he 
was reorganizing one department of his business and 
that he might be able to offer her a clerical position. 
He took prompt action the next (Monday) morn- 
ing, with the result the work was offered to her, 
she secured an immediate release from the telephone 
company and took up her new position that week at 
20°, higher salary than she had been receiving. Not 
only that, but her hours of duty were from 9 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. (with a half hour at noon for lunch) as 
compared to § a.m, to 6 p.m. (with an hour off for 
lunch), or a 1 hours shorter day on the new job. 
And yet that was not all. She had a half holiday 
on Saturdays, and of course there was no work on 
Sunday. 


Chat was one gloriously happy girl if I ever saw 
one. She became an earnest Christian. She was 
smart, too, and was promoted twice within a few 
months, with further advances in salary. This in- 
cident may be called ‘“exceptional.’’ Of course it is 
exceptional, because Helen’s act ot faith was ex- 


ceptional, The “wise ones” would say she was 


pti 
foolish and very unpractical to give up her job be- 
fore she had another job in sight, especially with 
an invalid mother to support. Her faith was of that 
rare kind which brings into action the amazing 
gs of the Almighty Power of God. She 


was a “babe in Christ,’ 


manoeuverin 
and Jesus said, “I thank 
thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because 
thou hast hid these things from the wise and pru- 


(Matt. 


dent, and hast revealed them unto babes.” 


1-95) 
L5%4). 


There are no barriers which cannot be 
hurdled or removed by the prayer of faith 
coupled with the action of faith. 
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Women’s Work 


The Bible Speaks 





“T am a very old book, I am old and yet I am 
ever new. 


“Many men wrote me, and many men gave their 
lives to preserve me. | was first written on stone 
tablets, and later was copied on scrolls. 


“I was growing, for God walked with men and 
spoke through His Prophets. Their sayings were 
written down. God spoke to men’s hearts, and they 
wrote down the thoughts He had given them. ‘These 
became books of the Bible, all part of me. 


“I belonged to the Jewish people then, and the 
part of me which is called the Old Testament is 
the Bible of the Hebrew people. The Jewish people 
who spoke only Greek could not read me, so | was 
translated from the Hebrew into the Greek lan- 
guage by seventy scholars. Then I was called the 
Septuagint ; Septuagint means ‘seventy.’ 


“T had often spoken of God’s Son who was to 
come to earth. When Jesus Christ came and was 
upon earth He had many followers. Some of them 
wrote down His words and deeds, and later others 
wrote letters to the new churches which were 
springing up across the land, and those writings and 
letters became the New Testament. By the year 
400 A.D., the Old and New Testaments had been 
put together, and I became the Bible. 


“The Romans wanted to read me, so I was trans- 
lated into the common, or ordinary, tongue of the 
people, and this translation by Jerome is called the 
Vulgate (Lat. vulgus, common). 


“My first English translation was made about 
the year 700. A lay brother who lived at Whitby 
Abbey heard my stories so often that he began to 
sing them like songs. The people, who could not 
read because I was written in Latin, loved the 
sound of the words and later a great English 
scholar, the Venerable Bede, began translating my 
pages into the language of the people. In 1383 John 
Wycliffe translated both my Old and New Testa- 
ments into English. I was an expensive book in 
those days, costing about $150.00 per copy. One 
man gave several loads of hay for just a few pages. 


“In 1456 I was first printed. Up to that time I 
had been hand-written. Now my letters were shiny 
and black and, although they were printed in Latin, 
they were more easily read. Martin Luther trans- 
lated me into the German language in 1534. The 
people of Germany read me to learn more about 
God’s words and ways. 
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“In 1525 Tyndale translated my New Testament 
and part of my Old Testament into English. The 
Tyndale translation was so accurate and sure that 
it has largely survived in most of my translations 
since then. 


“Tn 1535 my translation into English was com- 
pleted by Miles Coverdale. 


“In 1537 I was reprinted from a manuscript left 
by William Tyndale. I was called Matthew’s Bible 
because I carried a dedication signed by a Thomas 
Matthew. In this form I became the basic text for 
our present English Bible. 


“In 1539 the Great Bible was printed and be- 
came the official Bible of England. I was called the 
Great Bible because of my size. 


“In 1560 I was reprinted in a smaller size for 
use by the people and | was called the Geneva Bible, 
the first English Bible with verses. 


“In 1568 I was again revised for use in the 
churches; and I was called the Bishop’s Bible. 


“In 1609 I was printed in France, and this time 
I was called the Rheims-Douai Bible, the Roman 
Catholic version. 


“In 1611 I was translated from all the manu- 
scripts then available. This time I was called the 
King James Version, because King James was then 
King of England. So I have come down through 
the years. I have been translated many times from 
the ancient writings and from writings which have 
been found in caves and vaults. The languages 
change and scholars retranslate me, so that many 
people may better understand my words. I am God’s 
Word to men. I speak the truth. | am known and 
loved in every country of the world. 


‘‘Now I am translated into many languages so all 
people may read my words. Men take me to the far 
corners of the earth, and wherever I go I am read 
and followed.” —Bible Society Record. 
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Church News 


4nnual Conference 





Orphanage Leaders 


The Association of Children’s Homes of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., held its annual con- 
ference the first part of October in Nashville, ‘Tenn. 
In addition to the 20 representatives of the various 
Homes, Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, Secretary of the 
Division of Higher Education of the Board of Edu- 
cation in Richmond, Va., and Miss Lena J. Martin, 
Associate on the Child Board of Hospitals and 
Homes of the Methodist Church in Chicago, IIL., 
were present. 


The entire conference program centered around 
the questions, What is the function of the Home in 
the child-caring program? What is the best way 
to fulfill this function? What is the outlook for 
the future? How can the group afford good leader- 
ship in the field of child-caring? The services of 
Miss Martin were particularly valuable as she 
counseled the group through all the sessions and 
concluded the conference by giving a summary and 
evaluation of what had taken place. 


Perhaps the most interesting feature was the will- 
ingness of the members of the conference to give 
critical self-analysis to the program and to seek the 
services of competent personnel to evaluate the pres- 
ent program and to forecast the line of procedure 
for the next generation. The conference voted its 
full cooperation to Dr. Blakely to seek the services 
of agencies that might be interested in exploring 
the field of child care in the Protestant churches. 

President M. A. Macdonald presided at the ban- 


quet and made the president’s address. 


In the closing business session Reverend N. R. 
Hawkins, President of the Southwestern Presby- 


terian Home and School for Orphans in Itasca, 
Texas, was elected president of the Association, 
Reverend A. B. McClure, Superintendent of the 
Presbyterian Orphans’ Home at Barium Springs, 
N. C., was elected vice-president, and Reverend 
Allen C. Jacobs, Superintendent of the Presbyterian 
Home for Children in Talladega, Alabama, was 
elected secretary. 


The group accepted the invitation of Mr. Haw- 
kins to hold the next meeting in Itasca, Texas, the 
last week in April, 1954. 


Albert B. McClure, 


Secretary of the Association. 


The General Fund And 


Interchurch Agencies 


Comparative Statement Of Receipts 
April 1, 1953 - September 30, 1953 


The General Fund 


Apr. 1, 1952 - Sept. 30, 1952 
Apr. 1, 1953 - Sept. 30, 1953 


. $113,624.19 
137,005.89 


Increase . $ 23,381.70 
Interchurch Agencies 


Apr. 1, 1952 - Sept. 30, 1952 $ 4,889.03 





Apr. 1, 1953 - Sept. 30, 1953 . 5,678.21 
Increase within 789.18 
World Missions Receipts 
Apr. 1, 1952, to Oct. 1, 1952 . .... $554,044.87 


Apr. 1, 1953, to Oct. 1, 1953 . 663,670.15 


Gain ; $109,625.28 





i 
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We Invite Your Inquiry 


GENUINE QUALITY CHURCH SEATING 


GENUINE QUALITY in church pews embraces design, mate- 
rial, and workmanship. 


VULERU DENTIN 


MANITOWOC SEATING represents the most perfect develop- 
ment in pew engineering because it meets all the requirements 
of the perfect pew—comfort, beauty, durability—for lasting 
satisfactory service. 


een 


Manitowoc Church Furniture Company is equipped to supply 
you with church seating of GENUINE QUALITY at the right 
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Billy Graham In Detroit 


True to form, Billy Graham and his most effi- 
cient Gospel team are making a profound impression 
on the automobile capital. In his broadcast Sunday, 
September 27, the opening day beginning a six- 
weeks campaign in that city, Graham said the 10,000 


capacity tabernacle erected specially for the cam- 
paign was packed to the limit and there were as 


many people gathered outside being reached by the 
public address system. The Detroit Free Press next 
morning estimated the total crowd at 25,000. Mani- 
festations of interest, the evangelist said, were the 
strongest yet, though his previous meetings had been 
unprecedented in this respect. 

Asheville is to have a Billy Graham meeting of 
two weeks’ duration 
Buncombe County 
preparation, and prayer groups are meeting daily 
throughout the county. 
the absolute necessity of prayer suf 
of the Christian people, and in hi 
Asheville he urgently appealed for this at his meet 
ing with the ministers of Buncombe County. It is 


beginning November 8. The 
area has been well organized in 


Lea 


The evangelist believes in 


port on the part 


recent visit to 


the high privilege of Christians everywhere to pray 
for God’s rich blessing on Billy Graham’s work 
wherever he is. Pray that revival will break out in 
tremendous force and sweep across our nation like 
a prairie fire. It would seem that we need this now 
more than ever before in our country’s history. 


Presbyterian Junior College 


Vaxton, NV. C. 


Professor William A. Linton, Jr. has been in- 
stalled as head of the department of Physics at Pres 
yyterian Junior College. After graduating from 
Pyenyang High School, Korea, he attended David 
son College tor two years, entering the nav\ in 
1942. He was transferred to the Marines, commis- 
sioned a lieutenant and sent to Japanese language 
school for fourteen months at University of Colo- 
rado. Iwo years service followed in the Marine 
intelligence in the South Pacific. At Peleliu he 
crawled into a cave and persuaded several hundred 
Koreans and Japanese to surrender. He was put 
in charge of the prisoners and escorted them to 
Hawaii. He was cited and given the silver star for 
this service. After discharge in 1946, he operated an 
automobile business in Decatur, Georgia until 1949 
when he entered Emory University, specializing in 
Physics and Mathematics. After graduation and 
graduate work, including some teacl 
he did research in X-ray absorpti 


it Emory, 





[ ind spectro- 
metry for Dow Chemical Company, Midland, 
Michigan. Prof. Linton is a son of the Reverend 
William Alderman Linton, a missionary of the 
Presbyterian Church in Korea since 1912. Two of 
his brothers have recently returned to Korea as 
missionaries. His wife is a daughter of a Chinese 
missionary. The Lintons have five children 
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The Passing Of Geo. A. Carpenter 


On September 30, 1953, Mr. George A. Car 
penter received his home-call after several months 
of very trying illness. His name is well-known, and 
1 fragrant one among Presbyterians in New Or- 
leans, and along the Gulf Coast. He was born in 
Covington, Louisiana on September 30, 1890, and 
his earlier years were spent there. As a young man 
he moved to New Orleans, where he married Eloise 
Schroeder, and their only child, the late George A. 
Carpenter, Jr. was killed in India while piloting 
a plane. Mr. Carpenter entered government service 
in 1920, serving with the United States Shipping 
Board, and later with the United States Engineers 
as an administrative assistant specializing in the 


field of labor relations 


He was an elder in the Southern Presbyterian 
Church for the past 25 years, his splendid gifts 
being blessed in the C lton Presbyterian Church 
in New Orleans, and since his retirement in the 
Presbyterian Church of Ocean Springs, Mississippi. 
Quiet, steadfast 


ind unassuming he was a great 
lover of the Word, and was a staunch supporter of 
ill who proclaim the Truth 
Mrs. Carpenter survives hin 


who have 


home and abroad. 


sorrowing not as those 


lO hope. 


Training Children 


In Worship 


The Algiers Presbyterian Church, New Orleans, 
started something new for 
4, 1953. The Pastor 
Sunday School, with the 


thonght it a good idea for 


this church on October 
Superintendent of the 
pproval of the session, 
the children to learn 





about worship by being brought into the sanctuary 


for participation in a service designed especially 
for them; and it was decid hat this service should 
be held the first Lord’s Day in each quarter of the 
ear [here were more than a hundred attentive 
children, with their teachers, gathered in the sanc- 


he junior choir led the 
conjrreg 


com 
itional singing and Junior Deacons received 
the offering. The pastor spoke on the theme of 
“Love, and How We Prove It,” using John 15:9- 
17 as a basis for his ren ind it is believed the 


1 1] 
resuits were excelient, 


A Fund For The Family Of 


The Late Dr. Geza Soos 

The tragic death of Dr. Geza Soos, a member of 
the Montreat College faculty brought inquiries 
from many individuals and from Churches about 
what could be done to help his widow and five chil- 
dren. The College has est hed the “Mrs. Geza 
Soos Fund” for all gifts. A special committee has 
een appointed to handle this fund. The ages of the 
children are from thirteen to four, This means that 
continued help for years ist be provided for this 
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iomeless family in a foreign land. 


Mrs. Soos is from a distinguished Hungarian 
family. Her father and mother were released from 
communist concentration camp a few months ago 
ind her brother, an honored judge, was released 
bout two months ago. The communists broadcast 
the death of Dr. Soos to Central Europe the day 
following the accident. Mrs. Soos’ family was made 
enniless by the communists. None would want to 
try to send her and the five children back to Europe. 
Brilliant is about the only word to use to describe 
the capacities of the children. The three older ones 
re leading their classes in the public school. 


All gifts should be made to “Montreat College— 
\[rs. Geza Soos Fund,” and sent to Dr. J. R. Me- 
Gregor, president, Montreat, N. C. 


BOOKS 


“Bible Students’ English- 


Greek Concordance” 


eer. 


By James Gall, Baker Book House, Grand Rap- 
ids 6, Mich. Price $4.95. 


Here is a concordance which is an invaluable 
study aid, not only for those proficient in Greek but 
also for those who have little or no knowledge of 
the Greek language. It is, therefore, a book for any 
serious student of the Bible be he layman, pastor, 
or advanced student of the Scriptures. This work 
will enable the student to ascertain the true and 
full import of the text of Scripture which he makes 
his subject of study. It likewise helps him to judge 
the accuracy of the modern English versions or any 
other translation of Scripture be may have before 
him. 





“Stories For The 
Children’s Hour” 


By Kenneth N. Taylor. Published by Moody 
Press, 820 North LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Ill. 
Price $2.50. 

In this book we have stories well told and filled 
with Christian truth. Christian doctrine and Chris- 
tian living are both included in the teaching pur- 
pose of this volume. The age range of interest in 
these stories will include approximately ages five 
to eleven—Beginners, Primaries, Juniors, and early 
Intermediates. 





“Stories For Children’s 


Programs” 


By Harry C. Trover, Zondervan Publishing 


House, Grand Rapids, Mich, Price $1.00. 


These short plays were originally written for 
presentation over the radio. They have been slightly 
edited and revised for presentation in the classroom 
or on a small stage. 
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“Discoveries Made From 
Living My New Life” 


By Eugenia Price, Zondervan Publishing House, 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.50. 


The pages of this excitingly new and different 
kind of devotional bool slow with light from the 
radiant soul of Eugenia Price. The discoveries 
which Miss Price has made since her conversion 
only a few short years ago truly reflect the sheer 
joy in Christ and infectious longing to share that 
joy with others. The meditations here are complete- 
ly different and should be a vital factor in the read- 
er’s daily devotional life. 


“Preaching From Pictures” 


By Kenneth W. Sollitt. W. A. Wilde Co.. 131 


Clarendon St., Boston, Mass. Price $2.50. 


The “Preaching From Pictures” idea is an at- 
tempt to make sermons of greater immediate value 
and more permanent worth by introducing into the 
formal worship service teaching principles which 
have proven themselves to be so worthwhile in the 
classroom, This is an excellent handbook for wor- 
ship leaders explaining and illustrating the twelve 
complete services of worship through the preaching 
power of pictures. Each service is built around a 
tamous religious picture which is reproduced in the 
book and may be ordered separately for distribution 
or use with an opaque projector if desired. 


“Mary - Mother Of Jesus 
Or Queen Of Heaven?” 


By Charles W. Amlin. Published by Island 
Press, 470 West Twenty-Fourth Street, New York 
11, N. Y. Price $2.25. 

This book is the story of two Marys, one a real 
woman, the other a symbol: the Biblical Mary, the 
Mary of Jesus; and the Catholic Mary, the Queen 
of Heaven. 

By careful documentation Mr. Amlin shows how 
the Catholic Church has built up a svnthetic god- 
dess far removed from the gentle and lovely human 
being portrayed in the C itholic and Protestant 


Bibles. 
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QUO VADIS? 


Before voting on the proposal to join the United and U.S.A. Presbyterian 
Churches you should know the following: 


In December, 1949, a meeting was held in Greenwich, Conn., with dele- 
gates from the following denominations: Presbyterian, U.S.A., Methodist, 
Evangelical and Reformed, Disciples of Christ, Congregational Christian, 
Colored Methodist Episcopal, African Methodist Episcopal Zion, and the 
National Council of Community Churches. At this meeting an action was 
taken, and an organization set up, looking to the organic union of all these 
denominations. 


The 1950 General Assembly of the U.S.A. Presbyterian Church took 
the following action with reference to the above meeting: 


“That the General Assembly give its approval to this significant 
movement toward the organic union of the Evangelical Protestant 
Church in the United States and authorize full participation 1m it.” 


The proposed Plan of Union studiously avoids any reference to plans for 
union with other denominations but, so far as the U.S.A. Church is con- 
cerned, such plans are already under way. 


In the proposed church merger we would be but a very small minority 
and we would be swept into any further unions the majority might wish to 
vote for. 

There is not one valid reason for liquidating our Church. 


—_———0 





Have you seen “The Reason Why”? Send for free sample copy, or send 
$4.00 for 100 copies. 
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H. B. Dendy, Secy. Weaverville, N.C. 
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